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One cold and snowy Febru-
ary day in 2007, I found 
myself meeting with two 
attorneys, Tim and Al 
Adelman, to discuss a new 

venture in aviation. Tim, an expe-
rienced certificated flight instruc-
tor, and Al, an experienced pilot, 
had the wonderful idea of building 
a quality flight school where pro-
fessional instructors were the cor-
nerstone of the business.

Their idea on how to do this? 
Light-sport aircraft (LSA).

Fast-forward to summer of 
2009, where Chesapeake Sport Pi-
lot (CSP) has become one of the 
largest light-sport flight schools in 
the country and one of the busiest 
flight schools of any type in the 
greater Washington, D.C., area. 

While the traditional flight schools 
in our area are struggling with 
high gas prices and poor economic 
times, CSP boasts more than 60 ac-
tive primary students and a staff of 
16 seasoned flight instructors. 

Our staff is composed entirely 
of “old school” instructors, such 
as Tom McKnight and Chuck Wil-
son. Tom, a pilot since 1972, is a 
retired U.S. Air Force colonel and 
former director of the Airway Sci-
ences Department at Delaware 
State University. Chuck has been 
flying since 1959 and was a chief 
flight instructor at another local 
school. In fact, every one of CSP’s 
instructors is a professional in-
structor—no time-builders at this 
school—attracted to the idea and 
ability to provide students with a 

strong foundation in aviation.
To understand why CSP has 

been so successful at attracting 
quality instructors, it’s important 
to understand what sport pilot 
is about. It’s about getting back 
to fundamentals: stick and rud-
der, pilotage, dead reckoning, 
and good aeronautical decision-
making. In other words, sport pi-
lot is about good old flying fun, 
with a tremendous focus on basic 
skills. In an industry where tech-
nically advanced aircraft and in-
formation overload is the norm, 
LSA are an opportunity to experi-
ence flying the way it was meant 
to be—a stick in one hand, the 
ground underneath, a smile on 
your face, and the affordability to 
do it again and again.
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